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Table 1. Hierarchy of major landforms 
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Fig. 1. Slope positions in undulating and mountainous terrain 



 

 

Fig. 2. Slope forms and surface pathways 
Source: Redrawn from Schoeneberger et al., 2002. 



 

 

Fig. 3. Slope orientation (exposition)
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Table 2. Subordinate characteristics used with master horizons 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

Fig. 4. Relation of constituents of fine earth by size, defining 

textural classes and subclasses 
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Table 3. Key to the field test of soil textural classes 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Fig. 5. Charts for estimating proportions of coarse fragments and 
mottles 
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Fig. 6. Chart for estimating coarse fragments size 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Table 4. Field estimation and coding of the degree of 
decomposition and humification of peat 
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The name of colour: strong brown 

 
Figure 7. Example how to register soil colour 
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Table 5. Estimation of organic matter content (%)  
based on Munsell soil colour 
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Figure 8. Soil structure types and their formation 
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Table 6. Size classes for soil structure types, mm 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

  



 

 

Table 7. Classification of moisture status of soil 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Table 8. Classification of the abundance of roots 
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Figure 9. Soil description sheet  
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Figure 10. Subqualifiers related to depth requirements and referring 

to a particular horizon or layer 
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