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Magdalena Satora, Sprawa templariuszy w dyplomacji zachodnioeuropejskiej 
1307–1312 [!e Trial of Templars in Western European Diplomacy 1307–1312], 
Wydawnictwo Poznanskie, Poznań 2011, 296 pp., ISBN 978-83-7177-788-2. 

!is book examines the mechanisms behind the operations of the medieval diplo-
macy of three European courts: the French, Aragonese and English. !e common 
issue for them was the dissolution of the Order of the Knights Templar in the 
years 1307–1312. !e book consists of four chapters. !e �rst concerns Western 
European diplomacy at the beginning of the 14th century. Chapter II presents the 
circumstances leading up to the trial of the Knights Templar, and the events which 
led to their being imprisoned, sentenced and punished. !e subsequent chap-
ters are devoted to the diplomatic activity of the French, Aragonese and English 
courts. Each of these chapters is divided into two parts. !e �rst concerns diplo-
matic policy conducted towards other European countries, while the second deals 
with policy towards the Papacy.

!e basis for the analisys of the foreign policy of the Aragonese court con-
sists of documents from the time of King James II (1291–1327) published by  
H. Finke in his book Papsttum und Untergang der Templerordens, complemented 
by some documents from the Archivo de la Corona de Aragón which were either 
omitted from that work or published in abbreviated versions. !e author also uses 
documents published elsewhere concerning adjacent kingdoms, such as Castile. 
To describe English diplomatic activities the author uses basic publications from 
diplomatic sources, illustrating English contacts abroad, including the 18th-cen-
tury edition of documents and writings by !omas Rymer, the collections of the 
Public Record O�ce in London, and some unpublished writings concerning the 
Knights Templar from the British Library. For France, the author uses published 
collections of royal documents, but stresses that she had few documents concern-
ing the issue of the Knights Templar at her disposal. !e main she uses to describe 
the foreign policy of the Papacy are the seven-volume registers from the time of 
Pope Clement V. !ese are supplemeted by the published biographies of popes, 
chronicles and papal letters.

!e policy of Philip IV the Fair aimed at dissolving the Order of the Knights 
Templar, which became apparent a�er Jacques de Molay rejected the idea of a 
merger between the order and the Hospitallers. !e aim of the French diplomats 
was to condemn the Knights Templar as soon as possible through an extensive 
propaganda campaign throughout Europe, as well as to win the support of Pope 
Clement V. !ese actions constitute one of the main themes of the whole work.

!e author contradicts researchers who have advocated the assumption that 
Philip IV prevented the representatives of the Pope from taking control of the 
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property of the Knights Templar in France. In fact, Philip IV agreed to do so in 
Poitiers in 1308 and closely followed the established procedures. !e resources 
obtained from the Templar properties were to be spent on crusades, and the Pope 
opted for the idea of passing the wealth of the Knights Templar on to the Knights 
Hospitaller. !e monarchs of Aragon and England originally objected to the dis-
solution of the order, and their foreign policy was aimed at protecting it. However, 
they changed their minds when it they realized that they could seize the wealth of 
the order themselves.

Apart from the meeting of the French king and his representatives with the 
Pope and his advisors in Poitiers in 1308, another key event which led to �nal 
decisions being made was the Council of Vienne in 1311. !e council was also 
attended by the representatives of King James II of Aragon and King Edward II of 
England, whose priority was to solve the English-French con�ict concerning the 
duchy of Guyenne, which they �nally succeeded in accomplishing.

!e author emphasizes the considerable independence of Pope Clement V in 
taking decisions. She also stresses that the pressure from Philip IV was much less 
signi�cant than has been previously stated in literature on the subject. !e Pope 
insisted on the dissolution of the order against the majority of the clergy, which 
was especially noticeable at the Council of Vienne. Philip IV cooperated with the 
Pope quite peacefully, his main motivation being to gain resources to �nance an-
other crusade. !e policy of Edward II of England was driven by his particularistic 
interests in strengthening his rule within the complicated situation in his king-
dom, and in relations with Scotland. Edward II objected to the Pope regarding the 
wealth of the Knights Templar, as did King James II of Aragon.
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Tannenberg – Grunwald – Žalgiris 1410. Krieg und Frieden im späten Mit-
telalter, hrsg. v. Werner Paravicini, Rimvydas Petrauskas, Grischa Vercamer 
(Deutsches Historisches Institut Warschau. Quellen und Studien, Bd. 26), Har-
rasowitz-Verlag, Wiesbaden 2012, 356 pp., 1 map, ISBN 978-3-447-06661-7.

Among numerous publications appearing in Central Europe in connection with 
the 600th anniversary of the battle of Tannenberg/Grunwald/Žalgiris (15 July 
1410) the volume discussed here undoubtedly �nds itself in the ranks of the most 
highly esteemed texts. It includes articles from outstanding experts on the subject 
of the Polish-Lithuanian and Teutonic war of 1409–1411 and on the 15thcen-


